SUSPECTED HEAD TRAUMA PATIENT

N

Meets following criteriz after suitable period
of obsarvation?
@ GCS - unaltered 15 w/ normal neuro exam
# No ¢fo headache, nausea/vomiting
® No alterations in mental status

attributable to polential head injury.
® No hx. prolonged LOG, amnesia

W NO

Is patient to be admitted & undergo urgent /
emergent operation?

W NO

GCS persistently < 13 and attributed o
potential head injury
or
abnormal neurologic exam

WNO

Does patient have other indications for
hospital admission

W NO

Obtain CT of head

WV

Abrormality ¢/w acute intracranial injury or
demonstrating other serious lesions.

W NO

May consider discharge with appropriate
instructions & f/u
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Patient does not require head CT. May be
considered for diischarge, if no other
indications for admission.

Patient does not require head CT for non-
CNS urgent / emergent operation

CT of head prior to operation if clinicaily
feasible.

obtain urgent f emergent head CT
admit for observation

Admit. Monitor for change in mental status
&for neurologic exam.
CT scan not mandatory.

Admit for observation or OR as indicated
by scan.

COMMENTS

Head trauma may be suspected on the basis of
mechanism and any of the following:

# abnomal mental status/behavior

® abnomal neuralogic exam

@ fix, LOC, amnesia

#® physical evidence of head trauma

MANAGEMENT ALGORITHM FOR INITIAL EVALUATION OF POTENTIAL HEAD INJURY.



