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In parallel with increases in syphilis in San Francisco, we have observed increases in
neurosyphilis. On average there have been | or 2 new cases of neurosyphilis each month in San
Francisco. Neurosyphilis is a serious disease which may result in permanent neurologic
sequelae.

While the clinical evidence for treatment recommendations is limited, please remember that the
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and we at the San Francisco Department of Public Health
recommend 10-14 days of intravenous therapy with penicillin G 4 million units q 4 hours
FOLLOWED immediately by penicillin G benzathine 2.4 MU intramuscular at least once. Some
experts recommend to repeat weekly for up to 2 additional weeks (3 doses total) after completion
of intravenous therapy. Treponema pallidum the etiologic agent of syphilis is a slowly
metabolizing organism; it is felt that the additional penicillin G benzathine after intravenous
therapy is necessary to assure improved likelikhood of cure.

More information about syphilis management and indications for CSF analysis can be found at
www . sfcityelinic.org/providers.

Thank you.
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